Dear Sam, 4/15/91 

Up- your 4/11 you ask about my relations with Bud Fensterwald. We were griends, he was 
a fine person but I never joined any of ^his organizations because all and just about 
£ll those who were members were devoted to the widest assortment of unproven and iy 
untenable assassination conspiracy theories with which I disagreed strongly. I believe 
that the more attention these theories got and get the more they undermined the credibility 
of legitimate criticism of the official solutions to the political assassination pud fm«- 
ther dim i n ished the scanty hope that there might be some offic^Ll acknowledgement of failure 
and error. They also made for more popular confusion, misled and misinformed. 

We did desert the Iraqi people but it was before Bush decided he had won t^e war and 
quit and after that any intervention was really out of the question. The result is the 
most frightful, the most terrible of tragedies wad about^so' very little now can be done in 
time to help those who have not already lost their lives and suffer so much , 

I do not pretend, any special knowledge of what prceeded the point at which I here 
start but what I think dominated his t h i nk i ng , if it can truly be said that this and recent 
administrations ever thought anything through when that was necessary, in advance of their 
actions, is using Iraq as a counter ti> Iran now and in the future. 

It is teally all tied in with the insanity of the cold war, when the Iranians 
that m/pter of a shah out and our CIA. j&ore than nfay other but not entiely alone) arranged 
a revolution against the nationalish Mossadegh, the anti-Communist , on the fiction that he 
was a Communist* What they really all had in mind was preventing nationalization of the 
petroleum production, returning it to foreign owners. And then supporting the shah and 
helping him with his junior-grade Hitlerism. The result was inevitable. Now we have two 
monsters to worry about and the resultant enormous spread^ of the most extreme Muslim 
fundamentalism in and from Iran. 

My chief objection to Truman is that he made the cold war when it was not necessaary 
and the world is so much worse off for it. Those who followed him save one had neither the 
courage nor the vision to want to cool the heat it developed. There was no possibility of 
the USSR even trying to do what the cold war imputed. The real underlying reason was the 

desire to see to it that no other economic system had any chance* Whether or not the 

terrorist Stalin could have made a sucess of that system is a question now but they were 
taking no chances then. What do you think marks the beginning of our dissolution into 
drugs and related and other crime, to our rapid descent economically and all that means, to 
the disappearance of all the better jobs and what the nation produced from that work, to 
the lack of opportunity for most of the young, especially the blacks, and to the debt that 
continues to grow because none of the politicians can now see any way of stopping the mili- 
tarism so essential to the cold war. -“oofc at the ciimmor over the closing of the military 

bases and the economic distress that and much like it causes. It finished the USSR but in 
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the course of it we also finished ourselves* I think history does not record the pre- 
eminence of a single nation for so short a period of time* and the only means of attempt- 
ing to do something about it magnify the problems and further reduced the quality of the 
lives of our people, most of all the poorest who rapidly become more numerous. 

The one president who tried to shift gears* JFK, did not survive it* There were two 
JFKs and two JFK presidencies* The second began with the Cia&a missile crisis. He learned 
then as Khruschev also learned* They were feeling their way to broader agreements and 
had an extensive and lengthy correspondence on it, if I remember correctly* 40 letters 
that the US inists on keeping secret while the USSR does not. Once JFK was kaput it was 
£nly a question of time before Khruschev was because LBJ returned to the coldest of wars* 
Despite the revisionists and the prevalence of belief in the need for the cold war 
and the many things Scorning from it I believe that history will record that JEK was in 
fact one of the great presidents and would have been a great one in the history of the world 
if he had survived to impliment the radically changed policies he initiated after that 
missile crisis. I once planned a book on it* "Tiger to Ride." The book was to tell how 
^hraechvp, in putting missiles in Cuba* gave JFK his own tiger to ride. 

It was difficult enough before JFK was killed to first select and than elect a man 
fit to be president but those who followed him so corrupted the political process that 
it would take a miracle for us to get another fit one now* I have long believed that this 
will be impossible until there is what for almost two decades I've visualised - I guess 
even longer - a real disaster* a total collapse* 

c 

You refer to the personal probejlms of the assorted Kennedys* If all are true* and do 
not believe all are* they are the failings of humans and do not involve political corruption. 
Not one inflicted any damage on the nation. It is true that JFK was a womanizer, as were 
so many* (Remember, Q£leveland legitimized his bastard in the White House.) I kne# one of 
his lady friends and have her account of their relationship and of him as a person* 

Those who followed him corrupted our system and r dined it and as we'll see more clear- 
lye beforejf long* the nation* too* I don't know howjjrp e, the Kelley story about Nancy is 
but it was all along apparent that in general she'was^the kind of person Kelley says she 
if, with^or without bedding with Sinatra* I'm reading and strongly recommend Haynes 
J ohnson ' a * Sleepwalking through History* on the Reagan administration. And what it gave us 
and I'm sure will pet give us* an assortment of plagues* 

Joe said he'd try to get here before leaving for Israel and we so hope he does* He 
was delayed in a number of ways bn his return so he did not stop off then* 




